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Story of the Shiocking Moinent

DOROTHY ro = )
KILGALLEN |

New lerk Jeurmal-Americas |
Shortly before noon on
Bunday, June 7, Earl
Warren, Chief Justice of
the U.S. Supreme Court,
gt down opposite Jack

uby, the convicted Kill-
er of Lee Harvey Oswald,
the man accused of as-
sassinating President
Kennedy, =

For the next three hours
and five minutes, the august
and distinguished Chief Jus-
tice and the little guy from
Chicago’s slums—the lttle
guy who never made it—
talked about what happened
that terrible weekend of last
‘Nov. 22—
! The weekend that started
with the murder of thé Presi-
dent on Friday and enhed 48
hours later-with Ruby' firing
s bullet info Oswald’syabdo-
men in the basement of the
' Dallas City Jail.
From sources close to the
Warren Commission in Wash-
ington, 1 obtained the tran- .
script of what was said last -
Jupe 7 in a neat but clini- ~
cally cold interrogation room :
of the Dallas County Jail.
THE THINGS UNSAID ...
" It 15 a fascinating docu-
ment—fascinating for what
1 it leaves unsaid, as well as
for what it says.

i
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‘wen—were presentsén-dbadn-

#AefFOEENIOE room when Ruby

‘Began his recital. But eventu-

.= -xlly it was Jack Ruby who

~dominated.

He was told to tell his

) story, and he did, in thou-

sands of words and hundreds

-@f sentences, some of which

" rambled on to the point of
being without sense.

But in the end, Jack Roby

s
&
>y

day.

He opened the floodgates
©f his mind and unloosed &
stream of consiousness that
would have dazzled a James
Joyce buff and enraptured a
psychiatrist. )
SMALL MAN, LARGE EGO

Jack Ruby bared to the
Chie! Justice his emotions,
his fears, his triumphs and
his ego—=a large ego for such

| 8 small man.
' - And what of those who

Ystened to him?

I read the transecript three
Hmes in one sitting. And it
seemed to me that the Chief
. Justice and the Warren Com-

) smission’s General Counsel, J.
=3 Zee Rankin, were acutely
s sware of the talk both here
o ~wnd in Europe that President
Kennedy was the wiotim of
a conspiracy. .
~  “They took pains to prove
to themselves and the world
¢hat no conspiracy existed.

S0 perhaps the most impor-
- tant gquestion econtained in
-4 " the 102-page transcript i5

*this: . . .

CHIEF JUSTICE WAR-

. REN: May I ask you this
question, and this is one of
‘-ghe questions we came here

40 ask you. Did you know Lee

Harvey Oswald prior to this

‘shooting?

\ RUBY: That is why I want

" to Solre—dhe lic dalectartest.
Just saying no fsn’t sufficient.

told much about himself that .

! =" STICKS TO BOINT~
*  smreagh his entire testi-
. wnony Jack Ruby stuck to one
_theme: He had shot Oswald
" because he didn't want Mrs.
! Kennery, the President’s
' widow, to be forced into the
| ordeal of testifying at the
f.,‘c,cused assassin’s trial.
! «] was mnever malicious
toward this person (Oswald),”
‘Ruby told the Chief Justioe
at one point. *No one else
 pequested me to do anything.
" ¢ pever spoke to anyone
-about sttempting to do any-
thing,” he continved. *No
gubervisve organization gave
me sny idea. No underworld
person made any effort to
- contact me. It all happened
4hat Sunday merning.”
The hint of conspiracy was
. wery much in the air again
~ when Mr. Rankin asked Ruby
' §f he knew Officer J. D.
Tippit, the policeman alleg-

' edly shot and Killed. by Os-

wald some 45 minutes after
ghe assassination.

. “] knew there was three
Tippits en the force” Ruby
replied, “The only one I
knew used to work for the
$Special Services, and I am
eertain this wasn't the Tip-
- pit, this wasn't the man.”

_PUZZLING STATEMENT

b " Bo Jack Ruby swears he

didnt know Officer J. D.
Tippit. And this is rather
strange. Because according

- _to the Dallas police, Ruby

new every cop on the force.
. . Didn't Dallas authorities
" explain that it was because
Ruby was so well known
“within the department that
he was able to get so close
t0 Oswald that Sunday
morning? Didn’t Dallas au-
-dhorities explain that mno
policeman would think of
squestioning the pressnse of
good old Jack Ruby? )




|” Yet, Officer 3. D. Tipptt
& complete stranger to
{"the man who prided himself
ion his close association with
“the Dallas police.
*  Despite Ruby’s statement
that he wasnt acquainted
~with Officer Tippit, Mr.
E‘R,ankin pressed on. -
; “There was a siory,” Mr.
Rankin told Ruby, “that you
‘were seen sitting in your
Carousel Club with Mr.
(Bernard) Weisman, Officer
Tippit, and another man who
-has been called a rich -oil
man, af one time shortly be-
fore the assassination. Can

‘you tell us anything about
that?”

WHO WAS IT?

* Ruby answered the 'ques-
don with a question of his
own: A :
“Who was the rich el
man?” . :
. MR. RANKIN: Can you
Zemember? We haven't been
Jold. We are just trying to
¥ind out anything that you
éknow about him.
- RUBY: I am the one that
made such a big fsspe of
Bernard Weisman’s ad. {The
ad, extremely critical eof
President Kennedy, appeared
dn a Dallas newspaper the
-day—of—tIM assassination.)
Maybe you do things to cov-

ver up, {f you are eapable of
doing it —,
Ruby then launched into
an socount .of wvisiting a
Dallas club Saturday after-
noon. But Mr. Rankin and
Chief Justice Warren pressed
him about reports of the
QUERIES WARREN

“How many days prior to
the assassination was that?”
Ruby asked.

“My recoliection is thsat it
was a week or two,” the
Chief Justice replied.

“Did anyone have any
knowledge that their be-
Joved President was going to
wisit here prior to that time,
or what is the definite time
that they knew he was com-
ing to Dellas?” Ruby count-
ered.

“Well, T don’t know Jjust
what those dates are,” Chief
Justice Warren replied.

- *“I ete,” said Ruby. And at
that point it almost appeared
as if Ruby and Mr. Warren
had changed places—that
-Ruby was the interrogator

“and the Chief Justice -his
witness.

UNAWED BY WARREN

-Ruby then skipped on to
his Yfe in Chicago. And
while he never admitted that
the reported -sSEFTMIT ~took

\




-phce he never .directly -de-
either.
If you get the impression
#rom reading the transeript
that Ruby wasn't the least
bit awed by the Chiefl Justice
of the US. SBupreme Court,
you are absolutely right.
; About s third-of-the-way
“through his testimony, the
zx-.stripbease impresario
, turned to the Chief Justice
,n.nd ssked:
' “Is there any way of you
getting me to Washington?”
~ One can almost picture the
H look -of surprise and con-
sternation that passed across
Mr. Warren's face. .For he
said, quite simply: .
l’ “1 beg your pardon?”

DOMINATED BY RUBY

(At ‘another point Ruby
.asked Mr. Warren if he knew
a local disc jockey.

«] think I do mnot” the
Chief Justice replied rather
-~opolly.

Yes, !ndeed Jack Ruby

.dominated—
. Dominated to the point
,where he engaged in an ar-
gument with Joe Tonahill,
?ne of his defense lawyers.

“You are lying, Joe Tona-
=hill,” Rnby accused. “You are

' S

to the point
whem Sheriff Bill Decker
=and the other law en.foroe-

——pgz~that Ruby

-the same boat as the Chief

“ment officers left the room
Wohdd—oon~
tinue with his story. :
Dominated to the paint
that Mr. Warren promised
Ruby he would have s lie
detector test. And the Chief
Justice made good on his
promise. The test was ad-
ministered last month. - -

- 41 AM FINISHED'

. Yet, there was & great deal
of fear inside Jack Ruby |
that Sunday in June. He
feared for his own life; he
feared for the lives .0f his
brothers and sisters.

“When you leave here”
Ruby told Mr. Warren at one
point, “I am finished. My
family is finished.”

And ‘then, in perhaps his
strangest statement of all,
Jack Ruby, who had finally
schieved the notoriety he al-
ways longed for, said:

“You have a lost cause,
farl Warren. ‘You don't
stand a chance. They feel
about you like they do about
me, Chief Justice Warren.”

But perhaps that state-
ment wasn't 5o strange after
all. What Jack Ruby had
done was .to put himself in

Justice of the U.S. Bupreme
Court.

Not bad for a Jiide.fough
guy from Chicago'’s slums.




.
’

former CIA director, and J. Lee

L,

John J. McCloy, New York banker

-Ky.):
en Dulles,
Rankin, counse

-(R.

ht
Rep. Boggs (D.-La.),; Sen. Rve———All

.Rep.
Chief Justice Warren; Sen. Cooper

Left to rig

&
2
2
g
S
(SN
o~
8O
25 d
(=]
SR
~
85
b~
I-.—.‘_F‘o m».

-

in

-Berald and
-~ 2,

DO Y

e,

Kennedy's Assass
l;lilu

62 the

H
£

v

at
BuCepreigh?

_—

ired Fatal Shot

Lo

F,

As Ruby

Il




- (tief Justice’s
Deep Probe In /
05 wald's Killing

[Chnef Justice 'V(arrens Exammmon
of Jack Ruby Conunuu tomomw]
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" By DOROTHHEHJGALLEN -
Oaprrighi, 1964 by The New Yerk Journal-American

What you are about to d is the transcript of
the testimony given by Jac uby to Chief Justice
Ear! Warren and other members of the Warren Com-
mission investigating the assassmation of President
Kennedy.

"The transcript will be printed in this newspaper
in three Installments. This is the first of those three.
The others will appear tomorrow and Thursday.

The Warren Commission will not make public its
findings nntil sometime next month.

‘But through sources close to the Warren Com-
mission in Washington I obtained a copy of the arig-
fnal transcript of Ruby’s highly important testimony.
The transcript is 102 pages long and is a word-
by-word account of a three-hour, five-minute inter-
.rogation of Jack Ruby—the third member of a tri-
iangle that has become an irrevocable part of history, .
: Jack Ruby has been convicted of killing Lee Har- o
lagey Oswald. He has been sentenced to death. In his - .
‘gestimony before Chief Justice Warren, Ruby {races
is movements from the time of the President’s mur-
vder until the moment he shot Oswald—Mr, Kennedy's
“gccused assassin. )
Did you know Lee Harvey Oswald? That was one
©f the questions Ruby was asked. Were you of a
eonspiracy against the President? Thaty:a.s’:':other New York Joumal-American f
©f the guestions. -
- Jack Ruby answered. And as he tal.ked he bared
“his mind and moved us a step closer $o solving some
10! the riddles that havé plagued this country and the | e o
i'world gince the hour of Presxdent Kennedy’s tragic ' _ UG 8 1964
1“0‘& > PR : A mmmm———
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. CONFIDENTIAL
"PRESIDENT’'S COMMISSION
ON THE
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY
- Dallas, Texas
Sunday, June 7, 1964
11:45 am.-2:50 pm.
The President’s Commissicn met, pursuant to recess, at
11 :45 a.m. in the interrogation room of the Dallas County
Jan Main and Houston streets, Dalh.s Texas.
‘PRESENT *
' Chief Justice Ear] Warren - - - ° 7 v -
J. Lee Rankin. General Counsel e

)

- - Congressman’ Gerald R. Ford, Michigm

Elmer W. Moore, Specis] Agent, U. 8. Secret Service
.Joseph A. Ball, Staff Counse] ] -
.Arlen Specter, Btaff Counsel ' .
‘Robert G. Storey, Counsel

Leon Jaworski, Counsel

Jim Bowie, Assistant District Attomey

Joe H. Tonshill, Counsel representing Jack Ruby
Bheriff Bill Decker )

E.L. Holman, Chief Jaller .

Orvill Smith, Deputy Sheriff a.ssizned ‘to Jack Ruby
Helen Laidrich, Reporter - i

PROCEEDINGS -
RUBY Without 8 He detector test on my testimony, my
verbal statements to you, how do you know 1f I am telling
the truth? i
MR. TONAHILL: Don't worry l.bout that, Jack.
RUBY: Just e minute, gentlemen.
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You ws.nt.ed to ask some-
thing. did you, Mr. Ruby? —
would like to be able to get & lie detector test

Cme miiene i iree e .;T.;...V,;A;;.,.u.r..?mi,.,wx‘,,,m,..
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-!rtrm serum of what motivated me to do whntw
that particular time, and it seems as you get further into
something, even though you know what you did, it operates
+against you somehow, brain washes you, that you are weak in
r what! you want to tell the truth q.bout and what you want to
}- say which is the truth.
f Now, Mr. Warren, I don’t know if you got any confidence
{ dn the lie detector test and the truth serum and so on.
i. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: T can't tell you just how
much confidence I have in it, because it depends so ‘much
L on who is taking it and so forth. But I will say this to you,
that if you and your counse! want any kind of test, I will
. arrange it for you. I would be glad to do that, if you want it.
"I wouldn't suggest a lie detector test to testify the truth. We
- will treat you just the same 85 we do any other witness, but
I “if you want such & test, I will arrange it.
' RUBY: I do want it. Will you agree to t.hat Joe?
MR. TONAHILL: I sure do, Jack. \ :
CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Any kind of test you want
to verify what you say, we will be glad to do. .
. RUBY: I want it even if you put me into a sort of drowsi-
ness 50 you can question me as to anything pertaining to my
" involvement in this particular act.
i IMR TONAHIIL: Jack, you have wanted to do that from
eginning, haven't you? PR
__RUBY: Yes. And the reason why I am nsking for that : 1s

» « BI8. FQU Limited for time? P

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: No we have all the time
you want.

RUBY: As it started to trial—Y don't know if you realize
my reasoning, how I happened to be involved—I was carried
: saway tremendously emotionally, and all the time I tried to
ask Mr. (Melvin) Belli, T wanted to get up and say the truth
! régarding the steps that led me to what what I have got in-
" volved in, but since, I have & spotty background in the night
I elub business, I should have been the last person to ever wani .

10 do something that I had been involved in. In other words,
£ was carried away tremendously You want to l.sk me ques-
 tons?
. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You tell us what you wa.nt.
- and then we will ask you some questions. .

MR. RANKIN: I think he ought to be swomn.

RUBY: Am I boring you?

.CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Go aheld AJJ ﬁzht., Mr.
Ruby, tell us your story. .

. RUBY: That particular momlnz—-where is Mr. Moore"

. T had to go down to the (Dallas) News bullding, getting back -
to this—T don't want to interrupt.

e CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: What morning do you
~Jmean? R

_ RUBY.: Friday morning, the starting of the traggdy. Mr,

":se evidently did not go into my case thoroughly circum-

gell id ﬂ“m
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) - I he had gone into it, he wouldn't have-iried-te
windicate me on an insanity ples to relieve me of all respon-
sibility, because circumstantially everything looks so bad for
e It can happen—it happens to many people who happen
tobeatthewrongplacentthenzhtﬁme. .

 Had Mr. Belli spent more time with me, he would have

“xealized not to try to get me out completely free; at the tim

_-wre are talking, technically, how attorneys operate. -

i CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I understand.

RUBY: Different things came up, flashed back into my.
mind, that it dirtied my background, that Mr. Belll and 1
decided—oh yes, when I sent to say that T wanted to get on

- the stand an tell the truth what happened that morning he

¢ gaid, “Jack, when they get you on the stand, you are actually

. spesking of a premeditated crime that you involved yourself

i #n.” But I didn't care because I wanted to tell the truth.

; He said, “When the prosecution gets you on the stand,

; they will cut you to ribbons.” So naturally, I had to retract,

: snd he fought his way to try to vindicate me out of ths

. particular crime. You follow that? :

| CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, I do indeed.

i RUBY: I want you to question me and requestion me On

; anything you want, plus the fact I do want the test when they

.~are available.

: CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes.

. RUBY: On Friday, the morning parade—this goes back
' ¢o Thursday night, because it has something to do with it.
We were having dinner at the Egyptian Restaurant—

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Right now, Mr. Ruby, before
~we get started taking your testimony, would you mind being
~gworn? o

: “(Chief Justice Warren and Ruby stand and both raise
their right hand.) .
;°  CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Do you solemnly swear that
" the testimony you are sbout to give before the Commission
will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth,
~“go heélp you'God? ’ .
. RUBY: 1 do. -

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Now will you please state
whether the things you have just told us are true under
.gour oath? )

RUBY: I do so state they are the truth. e

?Felt 1t Was a Lost Cause’

! CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Now you complete whatever
story you want to tell.

: TRUBY: Al right. Thursday night T was baving dinner.

- gt the Egyptian Restaurant on Mockingbird Lane, and &

fellow comes over to the table. I was sitting with a guy by

the name of Ralph Paul. He tried to invite me to the Club

. & couple of doors down and T refused, because he had taken

' 8 band away from me that had been engaged for seven years,

"and I felt it was s lost cause, that the Club would be failing

of that, and I sort of excuse myself and I refused

o go over to theelub. .. . .- - . e




-;s’_‘m.ﬂnh‘bed our” dinner, and Y went down to the Tlub
-3fiat I operated, the Carousel, and thie particular Measter 8T
Ceremonies happened to be there at the time, and we dis-
reussed & few things. And there s s columnist by the name
. of Tony Zoppi—and prior to that, T wrote out s full page
‘‘sopy of this build—I have the copies—as an MC, and 1
trought & picture and brochure, and Tony sid, I will write
a story.” This was done two days prior to this Thursday night.
) So0 then I went down, so we discussed it and were very
i much disgusted with Tony because he only gave us s build
of one or two lines. Well, I retired that night sfter closing
the Club. “Then I knew I wanted to go back to the Morning
: News building to get the brochure I left, and also this com-
! plete page of longhand writing describing the various talents
of this Bill DeMarr. _ '
.. 1 picked up the srochure that ¥Friday morning, and 1
dsobsdbnsinsssttheNewsbnﬂdinxonMy because
that is the start of the weekend, which is very lucrative, the
; weekend. I have ways of making my ads of where they have
, & way of selling the product I am producing or putting on the
- show. So I went down there Friday morning to Tony Zoppl's
‘rofﬁce. and they said he went to New Orleans for s couple of
? . 1 picked up the brochure. 1 believe I got downtown there
. &t 10:30 or 11:00 o'clock thet morning. And I took the
'“brochure and then went into the main room where we com-
pose our ads. That is the sales room where we placed our
ads. And I remained there for a while. I started to write the
copy of my ad. S

Now I go back to the same fellow that wanted me to
| come over to the Club when we were having our dinner on
! 9fockingbird at the Egyptian Lounge. T came to the desk and
I wanted to apologize and explain why I didn't sceept his
dnvitation iast night. I wanted to explain, and that took
: about twenty or twenty-five minutes. Al]l this is pertaining

40 everything prior to the terrible tragedy that happened.

1 started to explain to him why I didn’t want to go there
because this fellow mentioned—Tony, I think—T ecan't thin¥
of his last name—of me having his band so MANY YeArs, Anc
{ I felt at the moment I didn't want to go over to the Clut
| because I didn't care to meet this fellow.

i And he started to apologite, “«Jack, T am sorry, I dic
. work for the fellow and we have been advertising him fo1
_that Club,and Iam putting out a night club book.” I remained
‘~with him for twenty or twenty-five minutes talking there. 1

don't know whether my ad was completed or not. It was an

ad on the Vegas and the Carousel. My ads were completed,
' T believe, and after finishtig my conversation with him,
i De left. : R . . A

Suddenly the man that completes my ads for me, that
helps me with 1t on occasion—but I usually make it up my-
| self—but the person that takes the money for the ads—this
© 4 the reason it is so hard for me to meet & deadline when I
get downtown to the News building. And as a rule, I have to
pay cash for my ads. When you are in debt, it is necessary,
and they will not put it in unless you pay cash.

And consequently, the weekend, I had been fo town on
that particular day. All this adds up later on, as I Wil Btite
why I didn't go to the parade. In the first place, I don't want
! to go where there is big crowds. I can't explain it to you. b i
| 7 was interested, I would have seen it on television, our
o beloved President and all the parade ‘that transpired. But

ds up why it is dmportant for. me jo be iy the
;NCWS building. . . ... .. LT e eemateade )
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"7 1 owe the government guite a bit of money, and it is doing
. PuETmesTout of your pocket, supposedly in the slang &pression.
Well, John Newman comes in, and evidently he took it for
. granted I finished my a4, and I dont recall if he pald for
Ais ad, and suddenly there iz some milling around.
; 1 think it was 12:00 o'clock or fifteen minutes after
° 13:00, I don't recall what, but John Newman said someone
" ‘had been shot. And I am 8OITY. 1 got carried sway because
‘ ¥ had been under pressure. And someone else came running
; over and he said s Secret Bervice man was shot, or something
. to that effect. And I am there in the middle with John
i Newman, because Newman {n't paying any attention to
anyone else, and there i & Jot going back and forth,

———— .

! In a State of Hysteria .
; <

So someone must have made g statement thst Governor
Connally was shot. I don’t recall what was said.-And I was
! 4n 8 state of hysteria, I mean. You say, “Oh my God, it can't
{ bappen.” You carry on crazy sayings. .

‘| There was 8 little television set in one oftice not far
, awsy from where I had been sitting at the desk. I ran over
- there and noticed & little boy and a little sister say, *1 was
.gtanding right there when it happened.” I mesn, different

you hear on"the television. Then the phone started

’ rM the desk‘and I heard John NewmsT say people
' were complaining about the ad, why they accepte

(A tray of water and glasses Was brought in.

Thank you. Has every witness been this hesitant in
_tryinxtoexphinthehston? L
CHEIEF JUSTICE WARREN: You are doing very well. I.
b can understand why you have to refiect upon s story of that

.7 "RUBY: The phones were ringing off the desk cslling
various ads, and they were having 8 turmoll {n that News
building because of & person by the name of Bernard Welsman

| placing that particular sd, full page ad. I'am sure you are

|- familiar with the ad. : .

. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes, I am.

b RUBY: Criticizing a lot of things sbout our ‘beloved

. President. Then John Newman and I and another gentleman

f‘; walked over to another part of the roam, and I heard John
4

Newman ss3, “T told him not to take that ed.” Something to

that sffect. Then he said, “Well, you have seen him pay

{ part cash and come back and pay the balance.” Now every-

* thing is very vague to me as to when this transpired; after

i -they heard the President had been shot, or prior to that. You

{ know it's been 8 long time, and T am under a very bad mental
straln here. S .
'CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Yes. )

RUBY: From the time we were told that the President

was ghot, thirty-five minutes later they said he had passed

away. In the meantime, I became very emotional. I called my

[§
Edster at home. She was carried away terribly bad. And John ~

owmenhappened to be there, and I Xnow it

et e e
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- ;-meuon wou have you want other people to feel jlaat=Fa}
B ! onally disturbed the same way as other people, -
$ :zoIletJohnnsbentotthhonztht‘umydsmwucrymz

By - - hysterically. - ' _ '

< And I said to John, I said, “John I will have to leave

! Dallas” I don't know why I said that, but it is » Sunny

Lreaction that you feel, the city is terribly let down by the

tragedy that happened. And T said, “John, I am not opening

-up tonight.” And I don't know what else transpired there.

'3 know people were just heartbroken. I left the reom. I may

. have Jeft out & few things. Mr. Moore remembers probably

r,:':,nore. but you come back and question me and maybe I can

Canswer these questions. |, s :

‘I Was Crying Pretty Bad’

\
. Ilettthebuﬂdinxmdlventdownmdllotmw
and I couldn't stop crying, because paturally when I pulled
ap to & “Stop” light and other people would be adjacent to
me, I wouldn't want them to see me erying, because it looked
kind of artificial. And I went % the Club and I came up,
‘and I may have made & couple of calls from there. I could
haye calied my colored boy, Andy, down at the Club. I could
have—I don't know who else I would have called, but I could
have, because it is s0 long now since my mind is very much
warped now. You think that literally?
. I went up to the Club and I told Andy, 1 said, “Call
everyone and tell them we are not opening.” We -have &
JHttle girl in Fort Worth I wanted to make sure he called her.
And a fellow by the name of Bell called and wanted to know
{f we ware open. And Eathy Eay called, and I said, “Definitely
not” And I called Ralph Paul, that owns the Bull Pea. He
said, “Jack, being as everyone else is open”—because he knows
1 was pressed for money—and I said, “No, Ralph, I cant
open.” He said, “Okay, if that 15 why, that is the way it's
got to be” ’ S
8o in the meantime, I had gone with Alice Nichols for
sometime, and I called her on the phone but she wasn't
there, but I left the number on the pay phone for her to
yeturn the call, because I didn’t want to keep the business
phone tied up. And I hadn’t spoken to her in maybe aine
months or a year. I don't know what I said to her, not many
Lwords, but just what happened. .
~ still remained around the Club there. T am sure I was -
herying pretty bad. 1 think I made s long distance call to : .
ornia. This fellow had just visited me, and I bad known
him in the days back in Chicago when we were very youns,
the real tough part of Chicago. His name is Al Gruber.
. Hewassbadkidin those days, but he is quite veformed.
ekmuﬁedundhuitmﬂy,md!mmhemkes

-through s couple of nights prior to that to try to interest
ime, or-four or five days prier to that, to interest me in 8 new
. Xind—you follow the story as I tell 1t?
. CHIEF JUETICE WARREN: Yes. . s
RUBY: It is important, very important. It is on & new
kind of machine that washes cars. You pay with tokens. It is
.azwthlnz.ldon'tkmwi!utudedomwnot.aou-tedto .
interest my brother, Sammy, because Sammy soid his
washateria. And my sister was in the hospital when he first
came. I am going back s little bit. Sammy didn’t go to the
: m.-.ndweneededw.en&mmyuboutthisputicum'
umnx,mdthttisthemsonmcmberumemtothepicm.
heumewmtomuwnmybmthefsmhthh
wvuhttededultomhm.w‘
, He left and went to Californis, bul before he went to
Lallfornis I promised him my Dachshund dog. When this
#hjog nagpened, ¥ called him. He sald, “Yes, we rEImT




- * wmtching on television.” And I couldnt carry on more conver-
SEUTT. Y said, “Al, T have to hang up.” Then I roust-<haug
- called my sister, Eileen, in Chicago.
Then s fellow came over to deliver some merchandise I
S -had ordered over the phone, or Andy ordered. And we said,
B “‘Waast is the use of purchasing any merchandise of any kind,
g . We are not interested in business.” And I don’t recall what I
|eaid, but I told him whatever money he recetved, to keep the
- change. I am not a philanthropist, but nothing bothered me
. at the time. T wasn't interested in anything. .
;  Then I kept calling my sister, Eva, because she wanted
. e to come be with her. Eva and I have a very complex per-
. sonality. Very rarely can I be with her, but on this particular
: occasion, since she was carrying on so, I felt that I wanted to
. be with someone that meant something to me. I wanted to
. be with her. And I kept calling her back, “I will be there.”
‘;nd 50 on. But I never did get there until & couple of hours
- I finally Jeft the Club. I am sure you gentiemen ean
; brief in all the things that happened before. A kid by the
. Dame of Larry up there, I think I told him to send the dog
they crated, to find out about the price—very impulsive about
everything. Then I left the Club. And I had been dieting, but
I felt I wanted some food. I can't explain it. It would b liks
‘:eﬁing intoxicated at that particular time. It s amusing, but
t is true. T
1 went over to the Ritz Delicatessen a block and a half
. away. Must have bought out the store, for about ten dollars’
-worth of delicacies and ‘5o on. Went out to my sister's and
‘stayed at her apartment. Oh, I calied from the apartment—
#ny EET2r knew more of my calls than I did. I reeroer—=s
B

MR
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Upini-Fcnlled—T can't think of who I called. re——mmy -
: Anyway, I am sure I made some calls of what had
. “happened there. Somebody will have to piece me together
' from the time I got to my sister's apartment where I had
f’ partaken of the food, Oh yes, I called Andy. This Andy A.rm'-.
strong called me and said, “Don Safran wants you to call m.
‘ This is rare for this gentleman, because he is a columnist
" for the Dallas Times Herald, because he never could get out
. any copy for my Club. And he said,“Don Safran wants me to
{ ..call him.” I calied him, and he said, “Jack are you going to be
"closed tonight?” I sald, “Yes.” He said, “Well, ‘the Cabans
and the Adolphus, the Century Room, are going to be closed.
1~ I said, “Don, I em not asking you about any Clubs that
. are going to be closed. I know I am going to be closed.” And
* he said, “Jack, that is what I want to-know.” And I said,
*You don't have to prompt me about who else is going to be
closed.” I put the receiver down and talked to my sister,
, and I said, “Eva, what shall we do?” And she said, “Jack,
: Jet’s close for the three days.” She saic!.k “We )don't have
i anything anyway, but we owe it t0”—(chokes up).
t S0z ch:dynon Safran beck immediately and I said,
,~*Don, we decided to close for Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
. And he said, “Oksy.” Then I called the Morning News and I
) wanted to definitely make sure to change a copy of my ad
to “Closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday,” something to that
" effect. And it was s lttle late in the afternoon, but he said,
|, “GReewilidry to get the copy In.” _ —




[ "Clubs Were Still Open’ —

3

1
*Then T called Don back agaln but couldn't get him, and
- I spoke to one of his assistants, and I said, 1 forgot what 1
tolé him. Anyway, that is one of the calls T had that had
transpired. I lie down and take a nap. I wake about 7:00 or
7:20. In the meantime, T think I called—the reason this
comes back to me, I know I was going to go to the Synagogue.

I called Coleman Jacobson and asked him what time
services are tonight, and he said he didn't know. And I said,
«Are there going to be any special services?” And he said
he didn’t know of any. And I called the Congregation Shear-
§th Israel and asked the girl, and she sald, “Regular services
at 8:00 o'clock.” And I said, “Aren‘t there going to be earlier
services like 5:30 or 6:00?” - .

And about 7:30 I went to my apartment. I dont know it
1 went downtown to the Club. I know I went to my apart-
ment—either to the Club or to the apartment. And I changed,
showered and shaved, and I think I drove—and as I drove
down, there is a certain Thornton Freeway, and I saw the
Clubs were still open going full blast, a couple of clubs there.

Anyway, I went out to the Synagogue and I went through
the Yne an8 I spoke to Rabbi Silverman, and I thanked him
-for going to visit my sister at the hospital. She was in a week
prior and had just gotten out. I don’t remember the date.

Then he had & Confirmation—this 15 the night prior to
the Confirmation. They serve little delicacles. So in spite of
the fact of the mood I was in, I strolled into the place, and
I think I had s little glass of punch. Nothing intoxicating,
just a little punch they serve there. I didn’t speak to anyone.
One girl, Leona, said “Hello, Jack,” and I wasn't in a con-
wersational mood whatsoever.

T left the Club—I left the Synagogue and I drove by the
Bali-Ha! Restaurant. I noticed they were open. I took recog-
‘nition of that. I drove by another Club called the Gay Nine-
i tles, and they were closed. And I made it my business to drive
. down Preston Road. :

In my mind suddenly i mulled over me that the Police
Department was working overtime. And this is the crazest
Hthing that ever happened in e person’s life. 1 W@ EVITE

n very close to the Police Department. I don't know why.




- 1 had always sbided by the Jaw—s Tew litile 1g-
-7 ioms, but not serious—and I felt we have one of the
greatest police forces in the world here, and I have always
- Dbeen close to them, and I visited in the office. And over the
sadio I heard they were working overtime.
I stopped at the delicatessen called Phil's on Oak lawn
.Avenue, and suddenly I decided—I told the clerk there I
wanted him to make me some real good sandwiches, about
ten or twelve, and he had already started on the sandwiches
and I got on the phone.

“] Will Tell the Boys...”

: 1 called an officer by the name of Sims and I said, “Bims,

T hear you guys are working,” and so on. 1 said, “I want to
bring some sandwiches.” And he said, «Jack, we wound up
our work already. We wound up what we were doing. We are
finished what we were doing. T will tell the boys about your
thoughtfulness, and I will thank them for you.” In the mesn-
time, there is s fellow in town that has been very good to
me named Gordon McLendond. Do you know him, Mr. War.
ren? ‘

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I think I do not.

RUBY: He had been giving me a lot of free plugs. ‘And
all the while listening to the radio, I heard about a certain
disc jockey, Joe Long, that is down at the station, giving
first-hand information—I want to describe him—of Oswald.
Very rarely do I use the name Oswald. I don't know why.
‘1 don’i know how to explain it——of the person that committed
the act. (Pause to compose self.)

So before going down to the police station, I try to call
XLIF but can’t get their number—I wanted to bring the sand-
wiches to ELIF so they would have the sandwiches, since
they already started to make them up. And I remember Russ

‘ KEnight, s disc jockey—these names aren't familiar to you,

. but I have to mention them in order to refresh my memory.
! His name was Moore, or something, and I tried to get
information on the telephone, but they couldn’t give me the
phone number of his home. I probably thought I could get
. the phone number, but after 6:00 pm. you cannot get into
i;
}

o b

I e

the premises unless you have a “hot” number that is right

; to the disc jockey room. 80 I couldn't get a hold of that.
: But in the meantime I called Gordon McLendon's home,
. because I know he Lves near the Synagogue out there, and I
. got s little girl on the phone, and I knew they had children,
and I asked for the number of KLIF. I said, “Anyone home?”
Ehe said, “no.” I said, “Is your Daddy or Mommy home?” 1
- forget what transpired. I said, “T would Hke to get the number
of the station so that I can get in the building st this time.”
She said she would go and see, and gave me a Riverside
exchange. Mind you, this is six or seven months back, gentle.
smen. And T asked her name. Her name was Christine, I think.
1 said, “T wanted to bring some sandwiches. She said, “My
mother aiready brought sandwiches.” And I said I wanted to
go there too. And that was the end of this little girl's conver-
sation with myself. I called that number, as I am repeating
' syself. Thére was no such number. It was an obsolete num-
). ber : '

o psmm———

- —— e

'I go dow'n to the—T drive by—I Iuﬁ the dekcsteisen—

® the clerk helped me with the sandwiches out to my car, and

‘- thanked him. I told him, “These were going to KLIF, and
1 want you to make them rea! good.” He helped me with the
sandwiches in the car. I got in the car and drove toward town.’
I imagine it is about four of five miles to the downtown sec- .

, Siom Y0 this delicatessen. , : : - sl

i eeien ’»“‘-‘“5&'%-.’3;‘ -
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qd- “Enter: Lee Oswald ~—

o ‘But prior to going into the etation, I drove up McKinney
- Avenue to Jook over & couple of clubs o see {f they were
ectivating. I knew the club across trom Phil's Restaurant
D;&'Bd I knew the B&B Restaurant was open. That is a restan-
,.,mt and I know &he nacessity for food, but I -can't under-
" stand some of the <lubs Temaining open. Xt struck me unny
at such s tragic time as that happening. P
I drove down to Commerce and Harwood and parked
any car with my dog—incidentally, 1 always have my dog with
r‘tne—-on the lot there, ieft the sandwiches in the car, and
‘went into the building of the police station, took the elevator
4 to the second fioor, and there was-a police officer there.
*This §s the first time I ever entered the bullding, gentle-
~Jmen. The first time of that Friday. This time it must have

. pullding, I guess, was approximately 11:15 pam. “The officer

_.xvas there, and 1 said, “Where s Joe Long?” I sald, *Can I

o and look for Him?”. Com el T

. <Evidently I took a little domineering part aboul me, end

Y was able to be edmitted. I asked different reporters and

various personalities there, ware you Joe long?”. and X

couldn't Jocate him. I even had & police officer try to Page

_him and he couldn't locate him. I. recognized 3 couple of

" police officers, Cal Jones and a few others, and YT-said “hellc”

40 them. And I am still looking for Joe lLong, but I am oar-

ried away with the excitement of histary. ) -
And one fellow then—T am in the hallway there—there

1z & DAITOW paliway, and 1 don't.recall if Captain Frits or

Chief Curry brings the prisoner out, and I am standing about
ortbm!eet;wﬁ'omhxm.;ndthere is some reporters

that didn’t know the various police officers, and I don' know

swhether theyukedmevrx'vomnm:adtouﬂthan.ho- -

uuaelknewtheywerelooumtoﬂndwtwhomtmtnd -

-1 gaid, “That was Chief Cuwrry” or “That is Captain Frits” o .

-aghoever it was. I don't recall ‘(Dallas Tounty District Attor-

ney) Henry Wade coming out in the hallway. He probably

X (To Mr. Tonabill: Is that for me, Joe? .- .}-m e

. $ain Fritg, “Isn’t there s jarger Toom we can go into?” They
' gaid, “Well, Jet's go down to the Assembly Boom downstairs.”
<7 dort know what transpired in beteed from the time that
’Ihldtheomwptzeaoemmuptotheﬂme!mmd-
 1ns about three feet awxytromOswmliantbethmu—I
F don't recall if T am telling you pverything that happened
pon . aat time, £rom the time T entered the buflding Jo gpe
| time I went down %o the Assembly Boom S5 i — -




e A

T

- st

2343 s

A — Catches DA in Error

. IwentdowntotheAsumblyRoomdmmmhu-
. mment. 1 felt perfectly free walking in there. No one asked me

" wwasn't blocking anyone's view, because there was an sbut-
mment sticking out, and I had my back to the abutment, and
I was standing ihere. Then they brought the prisaner out
and various questions were being shouted. ' .

oan think -of his name, one of these Precinct Court Judges,
and they brought the prisoner ouf. I don’'t .recall #f Chief
Pritz, Captain Fritz was there, or Chief Curry. I know Henry
Wade was there. . - v

And they started shouting questions and he said, "Is he
the one?” And the question about the gun. And they ques-
taned Henry Wade, “What organization did he belong to,”

““Free Cubs.” o ) .

" And I corrected Eenry ‘Wade, because listening tocthe
ndionrm.!tstoodoutmmymmdmtxtm‘m
Ray Cubs.” There was s difference. 50 he said, “Ch yes,
Pair Play Cuba,” and he corrected that. I don't know how

‘{-3ong we remained there. There was a lot of questions Shrown

“back and farth, and thiz District Attorney Henry Wale was
| answering them to the best he oould. , = .. ' .
From the time he started, he let the reporters know that

¢ guilty one that committed the crime. He fica

i 398y stated that in that room, that he was the one.

P e .-

or anything. I got up on a little table there where I knew I -

I noticed there was a Chief County or Judzei)nvlds&n,‘! )

or something. And if I recall, I think Henry Wade answered,




" have any effect on my mind, because whether nm&
Sme~out, whether he come out openly and publicly state

_ didn't have any bearing in my mind, because I wasn't inter-

. ested in anything. All I knew, they had the prisoner. But the

! ‘zeporters like to know where they stand, “js he the one?”

i ‘We left out in the hallway, and I saw Henry Wade stand-
. 4ng there, and I went over to him and said, “Henry, I want
¥ou to know I was the one that corrected you.” I think it is
# childish thing, but I met Henry Wade sometime back, and I
Xnew he would recognize me. “By the way, it was Fuir Play
Cuba,” or something to that effect.

1n the meantime, as I leave Henry Wade, two gentlemen
pass by and 1 said, “Are you Joe Long?” He said, “No, why
do you want Joe Long?” And I said “I got to get into KLIF.
1 have got some sandwiches.” And he said, “What about us?”
And I said, “Some other iime.”

And it so happened T found out Jerry Gunkie and Sam
Pease, I found out they were the names, so I did get the
number, because these fellows work for a rival radio station,
and he gave me the number of KLIF. And in the testimony
of John Rutledge, if I recall now—this is the only time I had
ever seen this person. When I went out the railing where
the phone was at; people felt free to walk in.

In other words, I felt that I was deputized as a reporter
momentarily, you might say. 8o I called one of the boys at
KI1IF and I said to them, “T have sandwiches for you. I want
to ge. over there.” I said, “By the way, 1 see Henry Wade
talking on the phone to someone. Do you want me to get him
over here?” And he said, “Yes, do that.” .

That is when everyone was beckoning Henry Wade, and
T ealled him over and he talked on the phone to this boy. .
And after he finished. T didn't even tell him what station it
was. I said, “Here is somebody that wants to talk to you.” And
g felt he wouldn't turn it down. And this fellow was very
much elated that T brought him over there. And I said, “Now
will you let me in?” :

Broods Over Lie Test -

He said, “I will only leave the door open for five minutes.”
That was after the conversation was finished with Henry
Wade. I got ready to leave the building and I got up to the
next floor and there was another disc jockey at K1JF, Russ
Knight. He said, “Jack, where is everything happening.” And
he had a tape recorder. -

And T said, “Come on downstairs,” and led him down.
stairs. And there was Henry Wade sitting there. And I said,
“Henry, this s Russ Knight.” And I left him there with
Eenry Wade, and I went to my car and drove over to KLIF
which is a block away from there. : .
. And it was a little chilly that night, a5 I reca]
“briaging—-Russ Enight over to Henry Wade, I delayed too

s aame
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long to get to KLIF, and I had to wait fifteen minutes untfl
Russ Knight came from finishing his interview with Henry
Wade. I had the sandwiches with me and some soda pop and
various things, and Russ Xnight opened the door and we
went upstairs.

(Arlen Specter, a Staff Counse], entered the room.) -

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: This is another man on
my staff, Mr. Specter. Would you mind if he came in?

(Chief Justice Warren introduced the men around the
room.)

RUBY: Is there any way to get me to Washington?

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I beg your pardon?

RUBY: Is there any way of you getting me to Wash-
ington? ' .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: I don't know of any. I will
be glad to talk to your counse] about what the situation is,
Mr. Ruby, when we get an opportunity to. talk.

. RUBY: I don't think I will get a fair representation with
' my counsel, Joe Tonahill. I don't think so. I would like to re-

quest that I go to Washington and you take all the tests that
_ I have to take. It is very important.

! ‘En_g&"rONAHHL: Jack, will you tell him why yeu don't _

you will get fair representation? s—

D,
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. e—dRY: Because I have been over this for thejnnm:.‘

time to get the lie detector test. Somebody has been holding
it back from me. .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Ruby, T might say to
: you that the lateness of this thing i not due to your counsel.
He wrote me, I think, close to two months ago and told me
that you would be glad to testify and take, I believe he said,
any test. I am sure of that, but would be glad to testify before
the Commission. And I thanked him for the leiter. But we
have been so busy that this is the first time we have had an
. opportunity to do {t. But there has been no delay, as far as
I know, on the part of Mr. Tonahill in bringing ebout this
meeting. It is our own delay due to the pressures we had on
s at the time. :

RUBY: What State are you from, Congressman?
J CONGRESSMAN FORD: Michigan. Grand Rapids,

© Michigan. ’ o .

CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: 1 will be glad to talk that
over, if we can. You might go right ahead, if you wish, wi
the rest of your statement. :

RUBY: All right. I remained at KLIF from that moment
on, from the time I got into the building, with Russ Knight.
“We talked about various things. I brought out the thought of

-this ad that Bernard Weisman had placed in the newspaper,
_and I also told Russ the one I admired by Gordon Mclendon.
* He came out with an editorial about the incident with
Adlai Stevenson and all those things. He is one person that
will immediately go to bat {f anything is wrong. He wil
clarify it. And I told Russ Knight there were some other
things that were occurring at the time. S0 I remsained there
until about 2:00 em. in the morning and we all partook
of the sandwiches and had a feast there. And they spliced
.. the various comments they got back and forth of Henry
‘Wade, of Russ Knight's copy of Russ Knight's {tems of Henry

“Lots of Things Happened’

‘CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN: Mr. Ruby, this is the young

from Philadelphia.
(Ruby shakes hands with Mr. Specter.)

r-agtory. - . :
CHIEP JUSTICE WARREN: You were right at the point
where you had it about 2:00 o'clock in the morning and you
had had your feast. as you mentioned, and had talked to
"these men, and 80 forth. That was the last that you had told

us.
RUBY: Well, Iots of things occurred up Yo that. They

. %alked pro and con about the tragedy. At 2:00 I Jeft the
»  buiding. T drove—Y was going to go toward the Times Herald
&'Mmg&because a5 8 result—I very rarely go thege Jor my

2

mnan, Mr. Specter. He is & member of our staff, and he comes

-

"RUBY: I am at-a disadvantage, genuemen,.tel'nnz my

& weekend ad, becanse once I get the 84 into the Morning News, :




the earlier issue, all T had to do is call the nepopapsiy

“¥and they transpire the same ad that I had into the newspaper
_ —into the Morning News.

i

And T promised one of the boys working in the Times
~Herald building there—I was in the act, in the business of @
twist board deal I was promoting as a sales item by advertise-
ment and mail order, and I had been evading him, or didn’t
have time to go out there because it was very late when I
Jeft the Club, and I didn't want to stop, but because this was
an early morning, I thought this would be the right time to
go over there, plus the fact of changing my ad I-had in the
Morning News to the close of three days, that I would go over
there and maybe add a little more effectiveness to it in the
way I wanted the ad placed. :

As I was driving toward the Times Herald with the inten-
{ion of doing these things, I heard someone honk a horn very .
joudly and I stopped. There was & police officer sitting n & .
car. He was sitting with this young lady that works in my
Club, Kathy Kay, and they were very much carried away.
And I was carried away; and he had-e Tew beers,and it-is so
bad about those places open, and I was 8 great guy to close;.
and I remained with them—did I tell you this part of it?

MR. MOORE: I don’t recall this part, no.

RUBY: 1 didn't tell you this part because at the' time I .
thought a lot of Harry Carlson as & police officer, and either
it slipped my mind in telling this, or it was more or less &
reason for leaving it out, because T felt I didn't want to {n-
volve them in anything, because it was supposed to be »
secret that he was going with this young jady. He had marital
problems. .

I don't know if ¢hat 1s why I didn%t tell you that. Any-
way, T did leave it out. His name s Harry Carlson. Her name .
45 Kathy Kay. And they talked and they carried on, and they

thought I was the greatest guy in the world, and he stated
<they should cut this guy inch by inch into ribbons, and 8o on.
«And she said, “Well, if he was in England, they would drag
“him through the streets and wouid have hung him.” I forget
{ what she said. C T :
1 jeft them after a long delsy. They kept me from leaving.
*Thev constantly talking and were in a pretty dramatic
1food. They were crying and carrying on. Ap——
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